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for ink. The Savage to whom the beaver belonged
carrying it to the Dutch, they understood this writ-
ing, and, touched with compassion, they sent to these
two poor prisoners a couple of shirts, two blankets,
some provisions, an inkstand, some paper, and a
short letter. The Savage delivered all faithfully
except the letter, saying that the writing of the
French was good, but that of the Hollanders was
worth nothing. Frangois Marguerie, having paper,
wrote the whole history of their capture; and, as
they feared the Hollanders might not understand the
French language, he inscribed his letter in French,
and in Latin as he was able, and in English. He
believed that it was carried; but he saw no reply,—
the Hiroquois doubtless were not willing to deliver
one. Neither would they ever permit them [146] to
visit the Dutch. ‘‘ Those people,” said they to
them, ‘‘ are cruel,—they will put us into irons, they
will plunder our Countrymen, if they come into
these quarters to liberate you.”” The Frenchmen
believed nothing of all this; besides, they did not
wish to escape from the hands of these Barbarians,
in order that, being with them, they might better
incline them to an advantageous peace.

Toward the end of the month of April, the deci-
sion to seek this peace with the French having been
made, five hundred Hiroquois, or thereabouts, set
out from their country, well armed, taking with them
the two Frenchmen. Some went back, others broke
from the ranks in great numbers to go and meet the
Hurons and the Algonquins, with the design of pil-
laging, killing, and massacring all those whom they
could surprise; the remainder went directly to the
Three Rivers. On the fifth of June, at daybreak,



